
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



256 St. Thomas? Church of Alexandria, Hunterdon Co., N. J. 



ST. THOMAS' CHURCH OP ALEXANDRIA, HUNTER- 
DON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY. 

BY HENKY RACE, A.M., M.D. 

St. Thomas' Church is believed to be the oldest within 
the present limits of the county. The Bev. John Talbot, 
Missionary of St. Mary's Church, at Burlington, — as we 
learn by a letter of his to the Secretary of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, — visited 
this section in September, 1723, and found the people 
making preparations for the erection of a house of wor- 
ship the ensuing spring. The following extracts are from 

his letter : 

" Bttklington, 20th September, 1723. 
"Eev. Sir, — I have more work to do now than I had 
before, and I have no assistant. ... I have been, this 
month, at Trenton, at Hopewell and Amwell, preaching 
and baptizing nineteen persons in one day. I visited sev- 
eral persons that were sick, who had been Quakers, and 
who had come off their errors, with Mr. George Keith; 
they were 80 years of age, and had never received the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in all their lives, 
but were loth to die, without the benefit and comfort of 
it; So I was fain to come back again to Burlington to 
get the elements, then returned to the Mountains and did 
administer to their great satisfaction. They are preparing 
to build a church in the Spring, but when they will have 

a minister I cannot tell 

" Yours, &c, 

"John Talbot." 

Previous to the setting off of Bethlehem Township, in 
1728, Amwell formed " the northernmost and uttermost 
bounds" of Hunterdon County. 1 

1 See Act for Dividing and Ascertaining the Boundaries of Counties, 
passed January 21, 1709-10. 
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Mr. Talbot " came back again to Burlington" to procure 
wine for the Communion, which, at that early period, could 
not be obtained in rural places. The " mountains" to which 
he " returned" is the range of hills north of Bingoes, — ex- 
tending from the Delaware Biver to the South Branch of 
Baritan. It was then a wilderness, and he may not have 
selected the easiest place of ascent. There are no moun- 
tains between Burlington and Bingoes. The ordinance 
must have been administered at a private house or houses. 

The population, at that time, consisted principally of Eng- 
lish Quakers and Episcopalians from Burlington, and of 
Dutch Lutherans and Bresbyterians, who had spread from 
the settlements on the Baritan and other points in East 
Jersey and Long Island. In the neighborhood of the 
church the more prominent of the first settlers were 
Quakers. This denomination had divided, — one part ad- 
hering to the doctrines of George Fox ; the other, follow- 
ing the leadership of Mr. George Keith, went over, in con- 
siderable numbers, to the Episcopalians. 

Mr. Keith was a man of influence. He had held the office 
of Surveyor-General ; was a Quaker preacher ; and, after " a 
testimony of disownment" had been issued against him in 
1692 by the Foxites, he returned to England and was ad- 
mitted to holy orders in the Established Church. In 1702 
he was sent back by the Venerable Society as a missionary. 

The first church stood on the south side of the road, nearly 
opposite the site of the present one. It was probably a frame 
building, for a girder and other timbers in the present house 
contain mortises and other evidences of having been previ- 
ously used. The writer remembers seeing a part of the 
stone foundation, which was still standing in his school- 
going days. It was surrounded by graves, marked by 
moss-covered stones, several of which were inscribed with 
names and dates. Trees and vines had grown up, as if to 
shield from intrusion the sacred resting-place of the hardy 
pioneers who had hewn out a home and planted a church in 
the wilderness. 

It is not probable the pious men who built this " forest 
Vol. x.— 18 
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sanctuary" were favored for several years with the regular 
services of a minister, for there were but few in the colonies 
at that time. It is presumable they met for worship con- 
ducted by a lay-reader ; and were favored, as often as prac- 
ticable, with the visits of ministers from Burlington, Hope- 
well, Elizabethtown, Newark, Woodbridge, and Amboy. 

But few of the early records of the church can now be 
found. We have an old manuscript (for which we are in- 
debted to the courtesy of Mrs. Cornelia L. Hay, of Somerset 
Junction, Mercer County, who is a granddaughter of Rev. 
William Frazer and a great-granddaughter of Rev. Colin 
Campbell, rector of St. Mary's Church of Burlington in 
1734), without date, and purporting to be a Memorial, ad- 
dressed by the Vestry and Wardens of St. Thomas' Church 
to Rev. Mr. Morton, their rector, expressive of their sym- 
pathy and encouragement under the political persecutions 
he had suffered. We learn from the Eulham MSS., copied 
into the Episcopal Historical Society's Collections, that Rev. 
Andrew Morton was licensed by the Bishop of London for 
missionary services in New Jersey, March 17, 1760. The 
storm of indignation occasioned in the colonies by the en- 
actment by Parliament, in 1764, of the tyrannical Stamp 
Act, accounts for Mr. Morton's disfavor. The people re- 
garded the church establishment as closely interwoven 
with the fabric of civil government, and manifested their 
repugnance to that odious law without much discrimination. 
The names of the Vestrymen and Wardens appended to 
the paper referred to are : 

William Lowry, John Roat, 

Thomas Harris, John Taylor, Jr., 

Jeremiah Thatcher, John Taylor, 

John Crawford, George Birkhead, 

William Thatcher, Richard Crooks, 

Constantine O'Neill, Philip Grandin, 

George Birkhead, Jr., Mansfield Hunt, 
Andrew Crawford, Jonah Park. 

(A space large enough for two names is lost by wear ; the 
name of William Lowry is so indistinct as to be uncertain.) 
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The principal proprietors of the "West Jersey Land Soci- 
ety's Great Tract contributed to the pecuniary support of 
the ministers, as we learn from the following paper, in pos- 
session of the writer : 

" "Whereas the Subscriber, being desirous in assisting to 
establish the Gospel in Amwell and Kingwood Churches, I 
have desired John Emley, Attorney for the purchasers of 
the Society's Great Tract, to pay into the Church "Wardens 
the sum of Ten Pound, yearly, during the Continuance of 
this present Minister, which Sum is to be paid out of the 
Society's Rents, as followeth, viz. : 



Lord Sterling .... £1- 6-8 

John Stevens .... 3-6-8 

James Parker .... 2- 0-0 

Ex'rs of A. Johnston . . 1- 6-8 

Francis McEvers . . . 13-4 
Nathaniel Marston, Henry 

Cuyler, Jacob Ludlow. 1-6-8 

£10- 0-0 



Witness my hand this 4th of Octo- 
ber, Anno Dom'i 1766. 

Jno. Stevens." 



December 4, 1768, John Grandin, Esq., in behalf of the 
"Wardens, informed John Emley, the attorney of the So- 
ciety's purchasers, that ten pounds was "more than they 
wanted," — a noteworthy statement,— and an apportionment 
was then made for eight pounds : 



Lord Sterling .... £1- 1-4 
John Stevens .... 2-13-4 
James Parker .... 1-12-0 
Mr. Johnston's fam. . . 1- 1-4 



Francis McEvers . . . 


10-8 


Nathaniel Marston . . 


7-2 


Henry Cuyler . . . . 


7-1 


Jacob Ludlow . . . . 


7-1 



£8- 0-0 



Half-yearly receipts are appended for each year until 
November 22, 1773. These are signed by John Grandin, 
Philip Grandin, or Jonathan Forman, on the part of the 
Vestry. From this paper we also learn that the same min- 
ister officiated at both St. Thomas' Church of Kingwood 
and St. Andrew's of Amwell. 
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The Rev. William Frazer was the successor of Mr. Mor- 
ton. He was licensed in London, December 21, 1767, and 
the following year took charge of the two churches of King- 
wood and Amwell, and a third at a place he calls Musconet- 
cong, twenty-eight miles north of the former. In a letter 
to Rev. Dr. Benton, of London, describing his missionary 
field, he writes that there were thirty families at Kingwood, 
but no suitable church edifice, public worship having to be 
celebrated in private houses. We have a manuscript ser- 
mon of Mr. Frazer's, to which is prefixed in his handwriting, 
this statement : " Preached at Kingwood on Friday, 11th of 
November, 1768, being the day appointed for the Congre- 
gation to meet in order to fix on a place where to build a 
new church." It was at this meeting decided to erect a 
stone building on the opposite side of the road from the 
former one. (The road is the line between Kingwood and 
Alexandria ■ townships.) The land belonged to Lewis Ste- 
vens, Esq., and was a part of Cornwall Farm, which he pur- 
chased of his brother, Hon. John Stevens, in 1766. The 
new church was not completed for several years. In a ser- 
mon delivered July 12, 1772, Mr. Frazer complained of their 
want of alacrity in finishing the work. He said, " There are 
scarcely five months in the year in which we can conveniently 
meet to offer up our prayers and praises to Almighty God." 

Rev. Mr. Frazer labored with great fidelity and devotion 
until the breaking out of the Revolutionary war. The civil 
commotion of that period involved the Episcopal churches. 
The missionaries received their appointment, and partly their 
support, from a society chartered by the British Crown ; and 
the liturgy included prayers for the King and Parliament. 
The colonial churches had petitioned for sixty years for an 
American Episcopate. This reasonable request had always 
been unfeelingly refused, and non-juring ministers were 
promptly recalled. Under these circumstances the Patriots 
very naturally associated the Church of England with the 
tyrannic British government ; the animosity was bitter and 
intense, and many of the houses of worship were closed and 
the congregations dispersed. 
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After peace was declared, Mr. Frazer returned, reopened 
his churches, and resumed his ministerial labors with general 
acceptance. He died July 6, 1795, aged fifty-two. 

There is a tradition we often heard repeated in early life 
that a company of Hessian soldiers were quartered in the 
church one winter during the Revolution. We think it 
more probable, if there is any truth in the story, that it 
was only a squad of marauding stragglers, for a short time. 
This section of Hunterdon was not congenial to Hessians or 
Tories. 

After Mr. Frazer, Rev. George Woodruff, from Trenton, 
preached at St. Thomas' once in two weeks. Then the Rev. 
Clarkson Dunn, from Newton, N". J., succeeded him. There 
was a period of several years in the early part of the present 
century, when the regular services of the church were en- 
tirely suspended. The membership had become small, and 
there was, probably, no Yestry ; for the church and grounds 
were badly neglected. In 1822 the church was thoroughly 
repaired. The old-fashioned pulpit, which stood opposite 
the door, was taken out, and one of a different style placed 
in the east end ; and the floor, roof, and seats were replaced 
by new ones. 

Religious services were then again resumed under the 
ministry of Rev. Mr. Douglas, of New Brunswick, E". J., 
and a Sunday-school commenced. Bishop Croes officiated 
occasionally. After Mr. Douglas came Rev. Mr. Jaques, at 
that time principal of a classical school at Port Colden, 
N. J. After him, Rev. William 0. Crane preached on alter- 
nate Sundays at St. Thomas' and Clinton for two or three 
years, — 1836-38. He had been Professor of Mathematics 
in Washington College, Mississippi. He was a man of su- 
perior scholarship, fine social culture, and exceeding amia- 
bility and loveliness of character. While he was rector of 
these two charges, a new Episcopal Church was built at 
Clinton ; and it was at his suggestion, and through his in- 
fluence, that the present substantial wall was built along the 
churchyard front at St. Thomas'. After leaving these 
churches he returned to Mississippi. 
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After Prof. Crane retired, services were conducted for 
several years by James R. Dunham, of Clinton, a lay reader. 

In 1845 Rev. James Adams took charge of St. Thomas', 
Clinton, and Flemington. He resided at the latter place. 

Rev. Mr. Jaques succeeded Mr. Adams. He lived at Port 
Colden, in "Warren County, as when formerly in charge. 

After him Rev. Mr. Forgus officiated for a year or two, 
and retired. 

There was then a suspension of religious services for 
about ten years, the church being considered unfit for use. 
During part of this period the Rev. Dr. Boggs, of New 
Brunswick, BT. J., preached in the school-house at Pitts- 
town. 

In 1875-76, chiefly through the liberality and under the 
direction of Hon. Frederic A. Potts, of Pittstown, the church 
was thoroughly repaired ; the imperfect part of the wall was 
rebuilt ; the plastering, the roof, the floor, and seats were re- 
newed. 

For several years after these repairs were completed Rev. 
Edwin K. Smith, of Lambertville, officiated as rector ; and 
in 1883-84 Rev. "William "Wright conducted the service and 
instructed the Sabbath-school. By the Bishop's appoint- 
ment Rev. Mr. Smith has again charge and general over- 
sight of the parish. 

The old church has a rustic and venerable appearance. 
Around it, on every side, are grass-covered mounds, be- 
neath which 

" The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep." 

Inside, near the chancel, lies a marble tablet, a tribute to 
the memory of Lewis Stevens, whose willing hands helped 
to raise its walls ; and in front, by the path to the entrance, 
side by side, as if in martial rank, repose six brave men who 
fought for freedom at Trenton and Monmouth. After life's 
last weary march they are bivouacked in this silent camping- 
ground of the dead. 



